
 First Presbyterian Church 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 19, 2021 at 10:00 
 
 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 
 
Opening Sentences   Adapted from Romans 11: 33-36 

One: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
All:  How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
One: For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
All:  Or who has been God’s counselor? Or who has given a gift to the Lord that they 

might be repaid? 
One: For from God and through God and to God are all things.  
All:  To God be glory forever. Amen.  
 

Gathering Music     “I Come to the Garden” 
  Bud Miller, tenor; Lucas Brown, piano 
 
*  Call to Confession   Adapted from Psalm 19:7, and Hebrews 4:16   

One: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. Knowing there is much wrong we 
have done, and knowing there is much right that we have left undone, let us then 
approach the throne of grace with boldness that we would receive help and mercy 
in our time of need.  

 
*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Saving God, we are your people yet the world cannot see this. We are your children, 
and fail to live in peace. We are your voices and choose to be silent. We are your 
hands and feet and walk a different road. Forgive us, for ignoring your love, for 
brushing aside your hand and trusting our own wisdom. Enable us to worship you 
in spirit and in truth, to bring to you our joyful songs in the everyday moments of 
our lives; that your name might be glorified through our words and lives. Amen. 

 
*  Silent Prayer 
 
*  Assurance of Pardon   Adapted from Micah 7:18-19 

One: Who is a God like you, who pardons transgressions and forgives; who does not 
stay angry but delights to show mercy? God again has compassion on us; treading 
our wrongdoings underfoot and hurling all our iniquities into the depths of the 
sea. Hear the Good News: in the name of the risen Christ, we are forgiven! 

All:  Thanks be to God! Amen.  



 

 
*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Holy and gracious God, may your Holy Spirit give us a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that, with the eyes of our hearts enlightened, we may know the hope 
to which Christ has called us, the riches of Christ’s inheritance among us, and the 
greatness of Christ’s power for all who believe. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading James 3:13- 4:3, 7-8a 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are 
done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down 
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish 
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 
for those who make peace. Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want 
something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and 
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do 
not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you 
get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  
 
One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  “But Have You Asked?” Rev. Passante 
 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 
Hymn Solo “Blessed Assurance” (Hymn text on last page) 
  Bud Miller, tenor 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
 



 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music Improvisation on “Blessed Assurance” Lucas Brown, piano 
 
 
   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able. 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 
Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 
information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe here. 
 
NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 
in the Hospitality Room where our nursery helpers will be happy to entertain your babies while you 
worship. Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The link to the forms can be found 
here: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! We are looking for Sunday School to start in 
person for all kids in preschool - 9th grade in October. Please use this link to fill out the online 
registration to make sure your child has a spot in class and so your child can receive virtual Sunday 
School lessons while we are remote. We can't wait to be back in the classroom soon! Please note that if 
your 9th grader is not taking Confirmation Class this year, they are welcome to join the 7th/8th grade 
Sunday School class.  Any questions, please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS – Attention 9th Graders! We have spaces available in our 2021-2022 
Confirmation Class! If you are interested in joining the class instead of deferring a year, please email 
Lee Federline at lee.federline@comcast.net for more information and the class schedule. Classes start 
today, September 19. Please make sure to mask up!   
 
JAC MEETS TODAY, SEPTEMBER 19 – After worship, the Justice and Advocacy Committee will 
meet in the choir room to discuss upcoming plans and programs. Contact Becky Bryan, 
rebeccabryan@me.com, for information. 
 
YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT – Youth Group is Back! Calling all Middle and High Schoolers for our 
first Youth Group of the year! Please join us for a Pizza Party tonight, 9/19, from 5pm-6pm outside the 
playground. Looking forward to reconnecting with old friends and meeting new ones! Any questions 
concerning Youth Group please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS ON SEPTEMBER 26 – The collection continues for the kids at 
Camden Community Center. Bring donations to worship or drop off on Sundays at 11, office-side door. 
Contact the church office if you would like to bring donations during the week. During worship on 
September 26, backpacks, work bags, briefcases, etc. will be blessed – in-person and online. Bring yours! 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY has begun! The group meets Thursdays at 6:30 on Zoom for a 
discussion of the Letter to the Hebrews. You are welcome to join whenever you can. 
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THE NEXT CONVERSATION ON RACE IS SEPTEMBER 26 – We will discuss the book Caste, 
by Isabel Wilkerson. Join us after worship in the choir room. All Cherry Hill high school students were 
assigned this as summer reading – let’s join them and find out why! Questions? Email Becky Bryan: 
rebeccabryan@me.com. (Note: watch for information about a virtual discussion to come.) 
 
NURSERY WORKERS – Looking to earn some extra cash? We are looking to staff our nursery as 
many of our wonderful nursery helpers headed off to college. Ideal candidates will be high school aged 
or older with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and toddlers! This is a 
paid position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details 
at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
PORCH BIBLE STUDY is back and will meet on Zoom on Tuesday, September 28, and Tuesday, 
October 12 to discuss Philippians. Meetings start at 7 p.m. and end by 8:30 p.m. All are welcome. If 
you are new and don’t yet have the link, contact the church office. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT CLASS MEETS FOR ONE MORE MONDAY from 11:00 a.m. to noon on 
Zoom. Questions? Contact Doug.  
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BOOK STUDY on Richard Rohr will meet for two more weeks on Wednesday 
at 7:30 p.m., Zoom link.  
 
DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing—and you can join 
at any time. The text for the coming week is James 5:13-20. 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING – In light of increased COVID restrictions, the 
Stephen Ministry interest meeting has been rescheduled for Wednesday, October 13th at 7:00.  Stay 
tuned for more details.  
 
PLEASE HELP THE OFFICE KEEP AN ACCURATE CALENDAR – If you chair a committee, 
have a regular circle, or hold a class or event as part of the FPCH community, please let the office know 
dates and times for your meetings. Let us know where you are meeting in person or if you are meeting 
on Zoom. Rebecca Mannion can handle requests to schedule a Zoom meeting. Travis Bogetti is now in 
charge of scheduling rooms in the church. Call the office: (856) 429-1960. The goal is to provide helpful 
information to staff and members alike. Thank you! 
 
HELP FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES – The Bordentown Presbyterian church has been overwhelmed with 
generous donations – literally. They are no longer collecting the items listed previously, but financial support 
continues to be welcomed. Write a check to “First Presbyterian Church-Bordentown” with “Afghan 
Refugees” in the memo line and send to 435 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, NJ  08505-2004. 
 
SCRIPTURE FOR SEPTEMBER 26: James 5:13-20 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one 
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 
and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for 
three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain 
and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will 
save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.  



 

ST. WILFRID’S: September 12 marked the 78th straight week that the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s 
has distributed food during the pandemic; 105 bags, 7,300 total. Over 182,500 pounds of food and dry goods 
distributed.  Thank you all for your generous collections and contributions. The Open Door Clinic will next be 
distributing food on Saturday, September 25th – It will be the 80th straight week of distributing food to the 
needy. We always have need of new volunteers.  Check out the website for more 
information  www.opendoorcliniccamden.org 
• There is Foodbank pick-up on Friday September 24th.  Please schedule with Rose to let her know if 

you can help pick-up. intrepidrose@gmail.com. Thank you Rose! 
• Christmas preparation has begun with this wonderful Christmas registry listed below. And we are also 

accepting new toys from places other than the Amazon registry. The link is: 
https://smile.amazon.com/registries/custom/C0BPZCQM7V9W/guest-
view?ref=cm_sw_em_r_gr_un_4L1bCni31qPWZ Any Other Package Deliveries: Any Amazon, 
Walmart, Target can be received in Haddonfield by: Corey Crumley; 40 Warwick Rd; Haddonfield, NJ 
08033. Thank you, Corey! If you would like to offer assistance for setting up for the Christmas giveaway, 
please contact Rose Guthrie intrepidrrose@gmail.com 

• Matching Grant 2021: October will be the only time we solicit contributions to the Open Door Clinic so 
we can take advantage of the offer of matching grants. To date, we have matching grants, one for the first 
two thousand dollars, and then another matching grant for the second two thousand. Hold your donation 
until October when it will double. More information to come in following weeks. 

• PB & J: If you are interested in making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, we need 300 sandwiches each 
week! Any teens, families, or groups who would like to do service hours can select a donation week by 
signing up on this signup form: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1. Or call Jill 
Mascena at 856-428-7342 and leave a message if you have any questions. The refrigerator we used to 
store extra sandwiches for our clients died so we have no backup – if you have a gently used refrigerator 
or freezer you don’t need – we need it!!!!!   

• We distributed fresh vegetables again on Saturday. To offer assistance transporting fresh veggies to St. 
Wilfrid’s on Saturday mornings between 8:00-9:00 am, please contact Paul Urian at 
umanpaul@me.com.  

• NEEDS: bottled water, canned veggies, canned fruits, bags of dried beans, baby wipes, and size 6 
diapers. And – always – plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the 
plastic bags, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products. These may be dropped off on weekdays in the 
St. Wilfrid’s bin on the steps on the PATCO-side of Grace Episcopal church or on Sundays on the table 
outside Fellowship Hall or on the cart near the bench by the office door to FPC on the Masonic Temple 
side between 11and 12. 

• Brick Pointer: We need a recommendation for a brick pointer for around the rear door and surrounding. 
Please email Alex at jatmac@aol.com. 

 
THANK YOU FOR PAYING YOUR 2021 PER CAPITA! 

Many of you sent payments in after last week’s notice. Here is an updated list of those who have paid 
their Per Capita amounts. (It’s not too late. Send your $37 dollars to the church or to 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) Thank you! 
 

Shirley Aharon 
Dorothy Alff 
Betsy Anderson 
Sally Ashton 
Ed Balderstone 
Kristina Bean 

Abby Bell 
Charles & Bonnie Bell 
Emily Bell 
Charles & Joan Bergdoll 
Zachary Bissinger 
Clair & Judy Blank 

Nicholas Bollinger 
Robyn Bollinger 
Judy Carrigan 
Carol Carty 
Lydia Cipriani 
Dan & Tish Colombi 



 

Jane Connor 
Mary Beth Creamer 
Corey Crumley 
Lauren Crumley 
Madeline Crumley 
John & Lindsay Cunningham 
Drew Dark 
Kathryn Dark 
Margot Dark 
Rachel Davis 
John & Virginia Dowd 
Lisa Edmonston 
Owen & Tina Edmonston 
Philip Edmonston 
Vani Elgart 
Lee Federline 
John & Joan Fiorella 
Tamara Fisicaro 
Matthew Foote & Rebeca De 

Foote 
Fran Friedrich 
Barbara Gallagher 
Linda Garver 
Doug Gerdts 
Judy Grantham & Quintin 

Lerch 
James & Marjorie Groeling 
Ian & Rosemarie Guthrie 
Gabrielle Heimerling 
Elizabeth Bell Henry 
Edward & Linda Hess 
Jim & Sharon Hoobler 
Katelyn Hoobler 
Meredith Hoobler 
Sarah Hoobler 
Shirley Hough 
Marianne & Bill Hutchinson 
Connor Jackson 
Erik Jackson & Susan 

Bunnell-Jackson 
Kaelynn Jackson 
Aiden Kamp 
Amy Kamp 
Connor Kamp 
Taylor Kamp 
Keith & Lesley Kirsch 

Mark & Lorna Klimas 
Rich Kouhoupt 
Amelia Lamb 
Andy Lamb 
Rachel Lamb 
Thomas & Melinda Lamb 
John Mackowsky 
Margaret & Richard 

Mackowsky 
Matthew Mackowsky 
Dana Manochi 
Haley Manochi 
Peg & Glenn Manochi 
Gisbert & Bonnie Manskopf 
Anthony & Jill Mascena 
Scott & Jennie McElhone 
Leona McFadden & Santo 

Miserendino 
Emma Miserendino 
Evan Miserendino 
Brian & Lorelei McGlade 
"T" McGurrin 
Liam McGurrin 
Herbert & Joan Miller 
Alan Mkitarian 
Robert & Joanne Morris 
Robert & Patricia Myles 
Paul & Debra Nussbaum 
Sally O'Brien 
Lauris & Liz Olson 
Linda & Gene O'Neill 
Mark Oswald 
Nikki Passante 
Julia Piotrowski 
Michelle & Gregory 

Piotrowski 
Thomas Piotrowski 
S. Stephen & Jill Platt 
Warren & Isabel Pross 
John Reisner 
Tom & Molly Revell 
Gerry Rice 
John Richardson 
Allan & Ginny Ritchie 
Judie Rose 
Larry Rugen 

Theo Rugen 
Jean Russell 
Benjamin Schroeter 
Christopher Schroeter 
Martin Schroeter 
Meg Schroeter 
Michael Schroeter 
Jeremy and Lindsey Scott 
Sally & Warren Seddon 
Maggie Sell 
Janet Sharke 
Janet Shoemaker 
Christine Sikora 
Gregory Sikora 
Joseph & Judith Sikora 
Charlotte Skeggs 
Susan & David Smith 
Max Spencer 
Eugene & Jeanne Spinelli 
Robert St. Marie 
David Stedman 
Patrick Stedman 
Kelly Stout 
Roger Stout 
Michelle Taffet 
Samuel Taffet 
Cheryl & Dustin Tarditi 
Bob Timms 
Beth Tourtellotte 
Bev Trotter 
Paul Urian 
John & Denise Wackes 
Nancy Ruth Wainwright 
Margaret Warner 
Katherine Warner 
Thomas Warner & Anne Vial  
James & Donna Wasik 
Liz Wasik 
Robert & Ann Wells 
Betsy Westermaier 
Barry Wilhjelm 
Polly Williams-Fischler 
Elaine Winder 
Richard & Patricia Woodland  
William & Robin Wright 
Caroline Yount

 
2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date:  $377,284.00;   Budget $690,000.00 
Loose Offering YTD:                    $1,412.00;   Budget     $7,500.00 
Per Capita YTD:                            $6,643.00;   Budget   $14,500.00 



 

 
 

♦ 
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 
Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 
prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 
please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as 
the originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 
Prayers for the World 
• Prayers for all teachers, students, children, and parents as a new school year begins, amidst a pandemic 

that continues to surge.  
 
Prayers for the Church 
• Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they begin the work of the search for an Installed Senior 

Pastor! 
• Praise the Lord! Megan Mascena Gaspar has finished her treatments and is cancer-free! (9/16 - J. 

Mascena) 
• Prayers for the family and all the friends of Ken Funk, a brilliant soul who went on to Glory this past 

week (9/16 - pastors) 
• Prayers for Dan, a member of the military who has been in Qatar since June. His most recent 

responsibility includes negotiations with the Taliban, and his return date to the U.S. continues to be 
pushed back. Pray also for his mother-in-law Flossie, and for his family. (9/16 - L. Hess) 

• Continued prayers for Gail whose health has been improving and tumors have begun to shrink. Prayers 
also for the doctors’ wisdom and a potential surgery (9/16 - L. Hess)  

• Please continue prayers of healing for Pat McGrody (9/15 - D. Wackes) 
• Please continue prayers for Bill Genereo that they would receive answers (9/15 - D. Wackes) 
• Prayers for Chris and his family as he recovers from a serious heart attack (9/13 - C. Carty) 
• Continued prayers for Nancy as testing continues (9/13 - C. Carty) 
• Prayers of gratitude and joy for cousin Don as no cancer cells have been found! (9/13 - C. Carty) 
• Pray for Philip Chang that employment opportunities would reveal themselves (9/9 - pastors) 
• Pray for Ceaira who is experiencing difficulties in her job, and that God would direct her to new 

employment (8/27 - Pastors) 
• Please pray for a beloved friend suffering with pain and addiction issues (8/24 - A. Reinicker)  
• Pray for Jay Martin and his recent diagnosis and surgery (8/20 - J. Blank) 
• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family. (8/20 - C. Crumley).   
• Prayers for George and Peggy Spellmeyer as George recovers from serious medical issues (8/17 - C. 

Carty). 
• Pray for the Routon’s grandson Mikey, that the way be made clear for him to receive a service dog! (8/6 - 

C. Carty) 
• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26 - pastors) 
• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS. Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15 - I. Pross) 
• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton (7/14 - pastors) 
• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their family (7/14 - pastors) 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine 
 
1. Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
 
Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels, descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain) 
 
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (Refrain) 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 
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